Lyle Henry Rasch

August 17, 1927 - November 26, 2020

Lyle, 93, of Hamilton, Ohio passed away on Thursday, Nov. 26, 2020. Lyle
was born August 17, 1927 in Reedsburg, Wisconsin to Ella Frieda Matilda
(Bowman) Rasch and Henry August Herman Rasch. Lyle grew up on a farm in
rural Wonewoc. He had two brothers, Herbert and Leland, and one sister,
Sharon. Leland and Sharon predeceased him. Lyle graduated from Wonewoc
High School in 1945. Following, he attended Hamline University in St. Paul,
MN, and graduated in 1949. He realized his dream of becoming a pastor in
attending Bethany Lutheran Seminary in Mankato, Minnesota, where he
graduated in 1952. Lyle received scholarships and earned his own way
through college and seminary, working as cook and server on the Great
Northern Trains Line and the Sioux Line, traveling from Minneapolis/St. Paul
to Chicago. In two years he found his future wife, the late Anna Dankovich
Rasch. Mutual friends of theirs, Mike and Anna Cervenak, introduced the two
to each other. At the time, Lyle was Pastor of Our Shepherd Lutheran Church
in Warren, MI. The two were later married on January 16, 1954, at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church of Detroit, Michigan. While in the Detroit area the couple had
three children: Deborah Anne; Lyle Timothy; and David Mark. Next Lyle
served Arlington Lutheran Church of Toledo, Ohio, beginning in 1959. He
served there three years, leaving the Wisconsin Synod to join the Missouri
Synod, when he was called to St. John Lutheran Church in Geneva, Ohio.
The Rasches lived in Geneva, with Lyle serving St. John Lutheran from 1963
to 1968. He next served Christ Lutheran Church of Groesbeck, Ohio, from



1968 to 1995. Lyle and his wife Anne led tours for Educational Opportunities
beginning in June 1978 through 2000, learning about history and other
cultures and enjoying the companionship of fellow Lutherans and friends.
They enjoyed traveling to Europe and the Middle East. Lyle made 25 trips to
Israel. Lyle retired for three months, but then served five congregations in the
Cincinnati area from October 1995 until March 2010 because he enjoyed the
ministry: the Lutheran Church of Our Savior (Norwood), Royal Redeemer of
West Chester, Immanuel (Hamilton, Ohio), Grace in Westwood (2 yrs. 3
mos.), and Trinity Lutheran in Peach Grove for nearly 8 years, where in March
2010 he fell after conducting a Lenten Service, requiring knee surgery. He
was a pastor for 58 years. The knee surgery resulted with complications of
MRSA, which caused his entry in July 2010 to Mercy Franciscan at Schroeder
in Hamilton, Ohio, now Bradford Place. Anne had entered the facility earlier in
the week; she died later that year on November 3. After Anne’s death, Lyle
was given a choice to fuse or amputate the knee with MRSA. With further
medical investigation, the family found a surgeon with a third approach. The
result was that Lyle had a successful knee surgery in January of 2011. Lyle
was able to maintain use of the leg with a brace. While in assisted living at
Bradford Place, Lyle had conducted weekly Tuesday morning Bible studies for
Immanuel members and Bradford residents, first at Immanuel Lutheran
Church, and in later years in a meeting room at Bradford. Lyle often had
fourteen people in his weekly class; he loved studying the Bible and learning.
Lyle was devoted to his family. The separation from them during 2020’s
COVID was especially difficult. He communicated with family via phone once
he was moved to the skilled nursing area in July 2020. He always mentioned
his faith and how he prayed for each family member daily. Lyle is survived by
his three children: Deborah (Philip), Timothy (Nancy) and David (Sharon), six
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. FRIENDS MAY CALL AT
WEIGEL FUNERAL HOME, 980 N. W. Washington Blvd, Hamilton, OH,
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2020 from 2-5 p.m. A private funeral service will be
held at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1285 Main St. Hamilton, OH 45013, with



Pastor Kevin Jud officiating. The recorded service will be available at the
Immanuelhamiltonchurch.com website afterwards. Remembrances may be
made to Immanuel Lutheran Church.
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Tim Rasch - December 04, 2020 at 10:37 AM

Condolences to the family. My favorite memory of pastor was during
our marriage ceremony. My son Davin evidently locked his knees
and fainted. Pastor grabbed my hands and said he will be ok and
then he said | don’t want to lose the bride too! Loved him dearly!

Nikki Summerly - December 04, 2020 at 10:31 AM

Debbie and Tim,
| just wanted to express my condolences to you on the loss of your
father. | know that you have wonderful memories of your father and
wish you and your families the very best.
Stan Hales

Stan Hales - December 04, 2020 at 10:22 AM
We thank God for Pastor Rasch serving as interim at Grace,
Cincinnati. God bless his family! Heaven has received a dedicated

saint!

Bill and Sherri Thompson - December 04, 2020 at 10:20 AM
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Jim Wollaeger - December 03, 2020 at 10:18 PM

For Tim and family, ]

My deepest sympathy to you in your loss. | |
pray for the repose of the soul of Pastor u
Rasch, that he may rest in peace with our

Lord in Heaven, and for the family that you may be comforted by
knowing that he is now resting eternally and that you find joy in the
celebration of his long life here with you.

Jeanne VanDusen - December 03, 2020 at 02:30 PM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Lyle Henry Rasch.

December 03, 2020 at 06:09 AM
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Greg and | offer our deepest condolences to the family of Pastor
Rasch. What an outstanding example he set for all of us; a good,
kind, loving man who was such a huge part of all my family’s lives
for so many years. And we will miss those loving Christmas letters.
Rest in Peace dear Pastor.

Nancy Robbe - December 01, 2020 at 12:24 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Lyle Henry Rasch.

December 01, 2020 at 12:17 PM

I have know the Rasch family for a long time, | went to school with
his grandson Chris Rasch. | also attended Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Hamilton, Ohio and that's when | met Pastor Rasch when
he came there, as well. He was always there for me when | needed
someone to talk to and | always appreciated that. Thankyou Pastor
Rasch for always being a beacon of light. Thankyou for always
showing me the way out of the darkness we sometimes call life.

Michelle D - December 01, 2020 at 10:16 AM

Pastor Rasch was such a wonderful man. He I
had a kind and caring soul.

I will miss his smile and positive outlook on '
life! “

Linda Benninghofen - November 30, 2020 at 11:26 PM
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Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Lyle Henry Rasch.

November 30, 2020 at 07:41 PM

Pastor Rasch was a wonderful husband and father and grandfather.
He confirmed both of our girls, Julie and Lisa. He will be missed by
all! I'm sure he was welcomed into Heaven with the words, Well
done good and faithful servant!

Jean Gibson - November 30, 2020 at 04:30 PM

Jean Gibson lit a candle in memory of Lyle "

Henry Rasch
'u

Jean Gibson - November 30, 2020 at 04:27 PM
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