Richard Dean Long

March 12, 1940 - October 17, 2020

After a very full life, Richard Dean Long passed away on Saturday, Oct 17,
2020, surrounded by family. He was born in Union, West Virginia on Mar 12,
1940 and lived 80 wonderful years in West Virginia and then in Ohio. Dean
was a lover of all people! If you were important to him - he knew your friends,
coworkers, family, pets and neighbors by name. He remembered what you’d
said about them before and asked follow-up questions the next time you were
with him. Dean wanted to know everyone: the waiter serving the meal, the
person at the table beside us, the stranger walking on the other side of the
street, the doctor’s family, the kids’ coaches and every single person in the
bleachers! At age 75, he visited his daughter in Anchorage, Alaska and they
took a hike in Denali Park. He stopped every person on that trail to hear their
story! “Where were they from? What brought them to Denali Park? What did
they do in Alaska? Where did they go to church?” Every minute on that trail
was more valuable because of the people he got to meet. Dean’s life is
celebrated by his lifetime honey and wife, Joyce Long; daughter, Julie
Longacre and her husband, Jon Longacre (living in Wooster, OH); son, Jason
Long and his wife, Sherry Brown Long (living in Hamilton, OH); son, Keith
Long and his wife, Danielle Gundler Long (living in Ross, OH); daughter, Kristi
Long (living in Wooster, OH); nine beloved grandkids: Bret, Brody, Avery,
Violet, Tenley, Annarose, Isaac, Jonathan, and Garrett; brother: Rusty Long
and wife Sue Long (living in Hampton, VA): sister’s husband, Bobby McDowell
(Union, WV) and extended family members that he cherished. He is preceded



in death by his parents: Bertha and Russell Long; sister: Rosemarie Long.
Dean set a strong example for his kids on how to show love and engage in
family, but he also played with them and called them to responsibility. Every
year he and his family would take a trip to Florida for two weeks and then
wrap up the trip by returning through West Virginia for a Lockhart (Dean's
mother's side of the family) reunion. Most of his life was spent with him
focusing on some aspect of family - his wife and kids, his parents, his wife's
parents, his aunts, uncles, cousins and all of his wife's aunts, uncles, cousins,
etc. If it was possible to have a memorable experience and for family to be a
part of it, he considered that the best course of action. Once his grandkids
arrived, he spent as much time as possible with them watching any sporting
events, playing games with them and watching movies. Dean enjoyed
spending as much time with Joyce as possible while working and once they
were retired, they were nearly inseparable. They have truly been each other's
best friends for the last 53 years. He was very involved at Grace United
Methodist Church and loved welcoming people into his church. On Sunday
mornings he was more likely to be the church greeter than he was to be the
one being greeted. He met every new person and worked to memorize their
names to welcome them the next Sunday. In addition, he enjoyed Sunday
School and served as the Sunday School Superintendent for many years. The
church was very much dad's second home and he did everything he could to
help Grace United Methodist flourish. Dean graduated top of his high school
class of 33 students in Union and then attended West Virginia University and
received his BS of Mechanical Engineering and was Engineer of the Year. He
loved all things mechanical, but eventually shifted his focus to plastics and
spent most of his career working with and buying and selling plastics
machines. He could tell you the purpose and mechanisms for thousands of
machines and enjoy every minute of it! His life will be honored with a few
gatherings and the family requests that anyone attending a gathering indoors
wear a mask. The visitation will be held at Weigel Funeral Home, 980 N.W.
Washington Blvd., Hamilton, Ohio 45013 on Thursday, October, 22, 2020 from



3:00 pm to 5:00 pm. The funeral will be held at Grace Methodist Church, 1200
Main Street, Hamilton 45013, on Friday, October, 23, 2020 at 10:00 am.
Online condolences are available at www.weigelfuneralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Butler County Memorial Park

4570 Trenton Oxford Road
Hamilton, OH

Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 22. 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)

Weigel Funeral Home

980 N.W. Washington Blvd.
Hamilton, OH 45013

(513) 892-1524
https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/

Service

OCT 23. 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM (ET)

Grace United Methodist Curch
1200 Main Street

Hamilton, OH 45013
http://graceumchamilton.org


https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/
http://graceumchamilton.org/

Tribute Wall

Deans’s funeral can be viewed at the following YouTube link:
https://youtu.be/3ThH36KDwIA

It was a great funeral and the Long family was very blessed by
everyone who attended and who has shared their memories and
their prayers for our family!

Kristi - October 24, 2020 at 12:47 AM

Dear Joyce and Family,

| was so sorry to read of Dean's passing this week. He will be
greatly missed by you and your family as well his many friends. The
Dean | met on a couple of occasions was a quiet gentle person and
| know he cared deeply about his family.

May God put his loving arms around all of you at this time of loss
and cherish the memories you have of a loving husband, father,
grandfather, and brother. You have my deepest sympathy.

Mary Ann Harkrader

Mary Ann Harkrader - October 22, 2020 at 08:04 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Richard Dean Long.

October 22, 2020 at 08:29 AM


https://youtu.be/3ThH36KDwlA
https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Richard Dean Long.

October 21, 2020 at 11:41 PM

With Love, Nate, Cindy, and Teagan Lowman
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Richard Dean Long.

With Love, Nate, Cindy, and Teagan Lowman - October 21,
2020 at 03:47 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Richard Dean Long.

October 21, 2020 at 10:06 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Richard Dean Long.

October 21, 2020 at 09:49 AM



https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.weigelfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

One of my fondness memories of Dean is when he came out to the
farm | had acquired a 3 year old mare and was trying to “ break “
her so to speak. Keith was keeping his horse Rebels here at the
time. | couldn’t get my horse Missy to walk through the back gate. |
know he spent an hour with her at least. He kept telling me “ you
have to show her who is the boss”. | was so impressed with his
tenacity. Something he hadn’t planned on doing but wanted to help.

Tari Spurlock - October 21, 2020 at 08:23 AM

12 files added to the album Dean Long

Julie Longacre - October 21, 2020 at 12:32 AM



